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The  Silas Hopping House 
Paris: Street below  South Orange  Avenue 
Plorham Park,  Morris  County,  how Jersey 

Owners  and  occupants;     hr*   and i:rs.   Erne at S»   banning 

Date   of  Erection;     About  1787 

Architec t:    Unknown 

Builder;     Silas hopping   (owner   to  1808) 

Pre sent  Condition:     Good 

Number  of Stories;     One and  one-half  over cellar 

Materials  of  Construction; 
Foundation  -  stone  masonry 
Exterior wells  -  timber frame,   clapboarded 
Interior walls  -  frame,  plastered  on  lath 
C himnc y s  - b ricte 
hoof  -  gable, with modern asphalt  shingles 

Historical Data; 

The  identification  of  this  farmhouse  by 
discovery  of   the  name   of   its   original  cv;ncr  is  a 
matter  of deduct ion from the  ovidovic3  provided by a 
search  of  the  title  as  recorded in  the  County Archive? 
and. is  reported as  follows, 

Cn 27  June   1769,   the   six  surveyors   of  high- 
ways  for Hanover  Township  recorded their  agreement  to 

thence  north 57  degrees west  6,12  chains  and by four 
other courses through the meadows  of Benjamin gurrougl: 
to  the   land   of Ephraim Price  and    Ebenezer 3ayre.(a) 

(a) horris  County Road booh A  -  62 
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This road is evidently the present Park Street 
leading northwest from Aldgedale Avenue (County 
Aoad 14) in the village of Afton, formerly 
Columbia $ In the modern borough of Plorbari Park", 
and on which street faces the house here considered. 

The John Hopping mentioned above as a 
householder In 1769, being of Lanever Township, 
with wife Ann mortgaged his farm there on  22 
December 1773 for- 300 Pounds Hew York money * 
describing one of the two tracts as containing some 
60 acres hounded southwest by the lane to Anthony 
Holllngshead's, northwest by Samuel hedges, north- 
east by hoses Young and Thomas Cooper and southeast 
by David Richards, liphraim Price and. the highway, and 
as "being the lot of land whereon John hopping now 
lives"*  The second tract Is close jibed as being on 
the oast side of Ahippany meadows and as part of a 
tract formerly belonging to 'Jhomas Ohatfield ana 
previously to Aaron Hoel, on the road from the 
Hainriach (sv:amp) Mto John L'opptng's dwelling House", 
Likewise on 22 Cotobor 3.736, this  John hopping and 
wife Ann mortgaged a 20 acre tract whose linos are 
described as "beginning at the highway, near the 
wej.1, thence west northwest down the lane going to 
the Earoniock, to .-Pi las Hopping's corner1'.  Accord 
Is not found in Morris County of probate on the 
estate of this John hopping of Hanover Ibwnship, 
and the names of } Is heirs are accordingly not 
established.  Evidently, he was tbc progenitor of 
this faullv in -this rcaion, and by estimation fron 
respective dates was the father of Silas hopping 
nentioned above as owner in 1786 of the land next 
northwest on the same sid.e of the road or lane 
from the 1'igbway to the hannoch.  Apparently, that 
lot of land bad been previously part of the 60 
acre tract belonging, to John Hopping in 1773 as 
descsibed above and as follows. 
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,     By deed  of   19 October 1808,  Silas 
Hopping^)   and wife  Jorannah,   and  Joseph Hopping 
and v/ifc  Caty,   all  of Chatham Tovmshipv0) 
convoyed to Daniel Hopping and Jonathan Richards 
of   cam©  place*   for gSGOO,   four  tracts   of  land 
there,   being  a  20 Rcre  "Lldge  Lot11,   a  lj acre 
wood  lot,  a  9 acre   swamp  lot,   and  a  20 acre home 
lot.     hhe   last  is described  as  beginning  in  the 
center  of  the road  leading  from John Hopping1 s 
tov;ard Ford's Hammock,   and  in  the   line   of said 
Daniel hopping and  Jonathan hicharas  and John 
hopping.    Apparently,   these  three Loppings v/ere 
brothers  and   diehard  a brother-in-lav/  in a  possible 
partition  of  the  real  estate   of  their father, 
supposed John hop-ping first named above.    Recital 
of   title does  not appear  in this deed,   however♦ 

This  same  SO acre  "horaelot1    and the  "bl~ 
acre v/o odlot v/ere  conveyed by St-id  Daniel Hopping'1^-) 
and v/ife hartha  and  Jonathan hichards  and v;i£e 
hliza  to  Charles   hatthev/s  by deed  of  1st April 
1014,  all  the  parties  being described as  residents 
of   Chatham Tov/nship,   the   consideration being  81640. 

(b )  Silas hopping and Joanna Liller v/ere  carried  12 
Sept,   1737  per register of  Presbyterian Church  of 
Hanover.     No 'record  of  his   estate   in Harris  County 
is  found;   probably he  moved  to   the \7est.    E/ehiel, 
John,   Samel and  Silas Hopping,   all  of  Horris County 
are   of   record as   privates   in  the  county militia  or 
State  Troops.     (h.   S.   stryher,   Officers  and I£en  of 
H,   J.   in the  Lev. 7/ar.  p.   635). 

(c) Chatham: 'rv/p.   created  from horris  and Hanover   1806, 

(d) Daniel Lopping,   b.   15    Jan,   1770,  died  15_Hov.  1857 
grvstn.   Hanover  Chyd.,  mar*   1st in Doc,   17S2  Martha 
(patty)   Stiles,   born  h  Sept.   1770,   ctied  10  Jan.   1826, 
and. mar.   2nd Asenath............,   b,   13  Jrn.   1779,  who 
died 13 Aug.   104-7.   (Gravestone Inscriptions,  Hhippany 
and Hanover,   copied and  publ.   18S4). 
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This  grantee   Charles Llatthev/s   of  Chatham, 
by b.ls will proved 30 November  1855,  devised  to 
his wife   the use   of his  "furniture  in the  house" 
during her  lifetime,  with provision  Cor her  main- 
tenance,   in  consideration  of  her  releasing all claim 
to  lands  previously sold  to  his   sons   Charles  and 
V,  h.  katthews,  and  orders  bequests  paid  to daughters 
Harriet  E. hroenan,  Charlotte B. hard,  Andora Squire 
and Charity B* hard,  as also to grandchildren Augustus 
and Josephine,   the   children   of  his  deceased  son hdv/in 
H.  llatthev/s«     he  provides   that "If  any of  my daughters 
should be  loft destitute   of  home,   they are  privileged 
of  coming home  to   live   in  and have  a  room in my house 
and support from the homestead farm" * 

In a report  of  the  sale   of   the  real  estate 
of   Charles Ivl&tthev/s,  deceased,  dated  5 April  1869 
seven lots  are described   including No,   1  - "Being 
the  dwelling house",  barns,  carriage,  house  and 
other out buildings,   together with about three  acres 
of  land adjoining,   lying between  the  two  roads",  and 
ho.   2 -   (adjoining Ho.   1)  being  15  acres   of  meadow 
and pasture  on the  north  side  of Columbia turnpike, 
Chatham Township,   and both  sold  to  Clinton C.  hopping, 
highest bidder*  for ;■ 3050. 

Clinton  C.  Hopping who   thus  came  Into 
possession  of   the  house  in   1860,  with wife  Josephine 
k,   of Chatham Township,   sold  to hva  0,   Tucker,   . . 
of  same  place,  for i;'.;1500 by their deed of   1st  July 
1885*  a  part  of  the  premises, being  a  2.95 acre  lot 
having a   591 foot  frontage   on the   south side   of  "the 
late  South Oranp;e  Turnpike     in   the   village   of  Af ton-*-»- 

(*-)  Tho  house   is   Indicated  and  narked "I.Irs.   3.  J. 
h&tthev/s",   in the  3,3.   angle   lot  formed by the  road 
crossing  "Grange  Turnpike"   in Columbia   district ho.   3 
on  the   map  of  Chatham rwp.,  publ,   in 73eer!s Atlas   of 
horris   County,   1868,  p.   12. 

(-;H:-)  Columbia has   for  a  gear or  two bom  the  name   of 
Afton,   the   change  laving: been made   to distinguish  It 
from another  village  of  the  same  name  in  the   State- 
It  is  a beautiful part  of   the  township   (Chatham)  delight- 
ful for residences and well  cultivated,   (k,  ',7. kunsell h Co., 
publishers,  History  of horris  County,  k.   J.,   1882,   p.   187). 
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and 455  foot  on  the  northeast side  of  the   road 
"leading past  the dwelling  house  of  Theodore A. 
Hopping,   and  the  house   on  the pr-enzises here 
convoyed  to  the aforesaid  late   turnpike."     Prom 
(Kiss) Eva C.   Tucker this  lot and  its  house 
(here  considered)  passed to Mary Jane  Tucker, 
widow,  by deed of  12  January 1889,     The   last  named 
also purchased from Clinton C.  Hopping the adjoining 
small triangular western part  of  the   original plot, 
being the   segment  in the  angle   of  the  two   intersecting 
roads,  by deed of  7 Inarch  1392,   and  soldi both  lots 
to Hannah II.  Pierson  of  the Borough  of Madison by 
deed  of   1st  June   1910 describing  the  property  as 
lying  in the  borough of Florham Park*     The   last named, 
being still  of Madison,  passed  title   to Samuel II•. 
Anthony  and v&fo,   of Florham Park,   by her  deed  of  23 
December 1911,   and  they in  turn   to  Lee M,  Martin and 
v/ife   of   East  Orange,  by deed  of  7   June  1919,  who 
conveyed the  same   to Ernest S.   Manning,   and v;ife Edith 
W.,   also  of  East  Orange,   by theirs   of  17 May  1920, 
The   last name  grantees   remain  as   owners  and  occupants 
of  the house  at  the  time   of  our  survey thereof in 
December  19,   1940. 

Iieference: 

Search  of  title   In land  and probate 
records   of Morris  County by James 
Eanlon,   H.A»3,3,   abstractor reported 
January o,   1941 

Sur;er-vi si np: K 1st or ian 

App/oved 

SH^TOTJU V/IIOLIAMS,  F.A.X,. 
District  Officer 
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